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A very fair estimate of the rate of progress of the disease at
the time is given by this phenomenon ; the more readily it is
produced the more acute the case, and if it cannot be
obtained the phthisis is quiescent,

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
WALTER BROADBENT, M.D. Cantab., M.R.C.P. Lond.

]Rriiybt,nn. T<’phf)i!).fT. 1900.
WALTER BROADBENT, M.D. Cantab., M.R.C.P. Lond.

" DEATHS UNDER CHLOROFORM."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Mr. Whiteford quotes one sentence from my last
paragraph but he ignores the sequent and governing
sentence, which runs : "But I confess, now I have got used
to the Krohne inhaler and realise the significance of these
deaths, that I should think it a crime to go back to a towel
or a Skinner’s mask." Yet this very sentence, which Mr.
Whiteford passes over, has since been reprinted and made
the text of an approving editorial notice by one of
THE LANCET’S medical contemporaries.

Prior to this present decade no inhaler gave us greater
security or convenience than the towel or the Skinner’s
mask. While that was so we older men were quite scientific
in sticking to the open method. But that is so no longer.
Watching its effect on the pulse, respiration, and pupils is

not "a method of estimating accurately the amount of
chloroform absorbed." Such watchings give only a rule-of-
thumb measure of the progression of the anaesthesia.

Mr. Whiteford now narrows down the " we " in his ques-
tion so as to include only himself and me. This to shunt my
reply. But Mr. Whiteford has forgotten that he published
his question in THE LANCET of July lst, 1899, long before I
had turned up to assist him in the discussion. Is 1’Ir.
Whiteford a prophet 7

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Manchester-square, W., Feb. 19th, 1900. JAMES EDMUNDS.JAMES EDMUNDS.

THE DISCUSSION AT THE ROYAL MEDICAL
AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,-It is of small moment to myself, but the distin-
guished Royal Academician Mr. Seymour Lucas may be
surprised to learn that your reporter gave him credit for

re-opening the adjourned discussion on Mr. Ballance’s
interesting paper instead of

Your humble servant,
Feb. 20th, 1900. R. CLEMENT LUCAS.R. CLEMENT LUCAS.

PUBLIC PRESCRIBING.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-We are all anxious for war news and most of us
no doubt invest daily in an evening paper, but that is no
reason why we should tamely submit to ba insulted as a pro-
fession by the proprietors of some of these journals. When
I open my paper and find one whole column devoted to the
specious advertisement of an anti-gout remedy and another
to the puffing of a tonic with a portrait of the last cure 

"

my bile rises and I am in want of one of the various liver-
pills more modestly advertised in the same paper. Cannot
we as a profession boycott the papers which lend themselves
to this offensive practice of public prescribing 7

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Feb. 20th, 1900. F.R.C.S.

THE Biennial Dinner of the Metropolitan
Branch of the British Dental Association will be held on
Saturday, March 3rd, at 7.15 for 7.30 P.M., at the Hotel
Cecil, in the Richelieu and Medicis Rooms. Dr. Ashley
Barrett, L.D.S., will be in the chair.

BATH EYE INFIRMARY.&mdash;The annual meeting
of this institution was held on Feb. 16th under the presidency
of Alderman Bartrum. The medical report stated that 268
in-patients and 1749 out-patients had been treated. The
financial statement showed that there remained a favourable
balance of .B31. On the motion of the Rev. B. N. Thompson
it was decided that an honorarium be awarded to Mr. W.
Beaumont, the honorary surgeon to the infirmary.

THE

ORGANISATION OF THE PROFESSION.
GREAT YARMOUTH.&mdash;THE FRIENDLY SOCIETIES DECREE

A MEDICAL LOCK-OUT.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL COMMISSIONER.)

THE medical practitioners of Great Yarmouth have

successfully formed a strong union. For many years they
had suffered at the hands of medical aid companies and
friendly societies, but they are now energetically coping
with the evil. According to the last census, Yarmouth has
a population of 49,334 inhabitants, but this, of course, does
not include the immense number of visitors and holiday folk
who throng to this town during the sea-bathing season.

The medical profession is, however, more concerned with
the resident population, who belong for the most part
to the seafaring, working, and tradesman classes.
There is not a large upper middle-class and wealthy
residential population ; still, there are the dealers in the
export fish business and the import timber trade who
possess some wealth. Then the season is very heavy while
it lasts, so that hotel and lodging-house keepers must make
some considerable profits. Of late, also, a few very good
high schools have been established at Yarmouth and they
have increased the residential population, as the parents of
children sometimes come and live near these educational
institutions. Nevertheless, even when all this is taken
fully into account, it is on comparatively poor patients that
the medical practitioners must rely for the greater part of
their income. It is therefore very necessary that those who
can afford to pay small fees should not be able to avoid doing
so by joining semi-charitable institutions. There are in
Yarmouth many persons who appear to be poor when they are
not so. By letting lodgings in the summer months and by
successful fishing expeditions considerable sums are some-
times earned. Very otten these people do not live up to their
income and the balance is put in a bank or devoted
to the gradual purchase of a house ; others, on the contrary,
squander this surplus in drink. In either case it may justly
be urged that those persons who in the course of a year
can earn not only enough to maintain their homes but are
also able to spend in dissipation or to bank considerable
sums should pay proper fees to their medical attendants. In

practice, however, this is not done. Because these people
are content with a low standard of living they imagine that
they have a right to avail themselves of provident organisa-
tions which were originally established only for the benefit
of the poor. Nevertheless, even this was to some extent
tolerable so long as it applied only to the bread-winner, the
head of the family. By attending the members of a benefit
society for ld. per week the practitioner obtained fees at the
usual rate when members of his family were taken ill, and
thus this contract work helped to build up a private practice.
Of late, however, female lodges were founded and both women
and children were brought in, so that the indirect advantage
of contract work was seriously menaced.

There was no organisation capable of dealing with
this grievance. Certainly Yarmouth possessed a Medico-
Social Club, but it did not include all the practitioners
of the district. The members met at each other’s
houses, read scientific papers, and then terminated the

proceedings by having supper together. During the
course of these social gatherings a pamphlet was circu-
lated among the members, entitled 11 An Open Letter
to the Profession," which urged practitioners to unite and
to fight against various evils, notably against the contract
system. Mr. W. E. Wyllys spoke on the questions raised by
this pamphlet, and finally it was resolved to get up a meet-
ing of the local profession to discuss the subject. This
meeting was held in March, 1896, in the mayor’s parlour of
the town-hall. 19 practitioners attended, including some
who had come from the neighbouring district of Gorleston.
At Yarmouth, as in many other places, there existed a
primary diniculty : who was to take the initiative in the move-
ment ? 7 This is a delicate matter, for it does not often happen
that a practitioner holds so prominent a position that he
can without question or cavil take the lead. The Yarmouth
practitioners avoided this difficulty by transferring the

responsibility to an outside body. They resolved to form


